
This year our primate conservationfield course was the most

successfulto date!The coursewasattendedby an amazinggroup

of young conservationists from Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, El

Salvador,MexicoandSpain.The whole groupshowedaneagerness

and dedicationto primate conservationthat giveshope for the

future of neotropical primates. Also we were joined by an

excellentgroup of instructors from Colombia,Ecuadorand Peru

who sharedtheir wealth of experience,knowledgeand passion

aboutprimateconservationwith usandthe students. For the first

time the course was held in Moyobamba,capital of SanMartin

department,andfinishedwith 3 daysof practicalfieldclassesin the

locally protected areaòLaJunglade los Monosó(The monkeysõ

jungle) where, every day,we were treated to views of squirrel

monkeys,tamarins,howler monkeys,capuchinsand titi monkeys.

We are now organisingnextyearsõcourseto be held at the same

venue.Watch this spacefor more information!
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English classes and environmental 

education

Between March and July we were joined by Carmen

Callejo who gavefour months of free Englishclassesin

the villagesof La Esperanza,La Floridaand BuenosAires

near our main yellow tailed woolly monkey project site.

Carmen,who cameall the wayfrom Spain,did anamazing

job teachingin primary and secondaryschools,winning

the heartsof the studentsand showingexcellentresults.

More than300 childrenandteenagerslearnt basicEnglish

conversationalskills and an expendedvocabulary. Most

importantly Carmenmanagedto weaveinto her teaching

environmentallyimportant topics on issuesof wildlife

conservation.At the endof the programthe childrenfrom

the La Esperanzaprimary schoolwrote and performed a

short theatricalpieceabout animaltraffickingin English,a

work that premieredduringthe villageanniversary.

During Augustwe participatedin the AmazonasRegional

Governmentsannualfarmersfair (FERAGRO)in the city

of Chachapoyas. At the invitation of the regional

environmentalauthorities we used the opportunity to

inform the publicabout the illegalityandcruelty of animal

traffickingin the hope that they will use this information

to report any instancesthey find in the future, to the

proper authorities.

NPC at the joint meeting of 

the International 

Primatological Society and 

American Society of 

Primatologists 2016

At the end of August NPC Peru

president Nestor Allgas travelled to

Chicagoto take part in the IPSpre-

congress training program and to

present the results of our studies of

densityandoccupancymodellingof the

Peruvian night monkey at a special

night monkey symposium organised

within the main congress. He was

accompaniedby NPCõsdirector Sam

Shaneewho co-organiseda symposium

on community conservation of

primates together with Community

Conservation specialist Dr Robert

Horwich. The symposium was well

attended and the different invited

presenters showcasedthe successof

their projects working with

communitiesfor primate conservation

in Latin America,Asia,Madagascarand

Africa. Also in attendance was PhD

student VincianeFack who presented

preliminary results of her study in

geophagy(soil eating) in yellow tailed

woolly monkeysthat sheis undertaking

at our mainLaEsperanzafieldsite.
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Animal Rescue

In the last 3 monthswe helpedin the rescue,care andtransport of

26 animalstakenfrom the illegaltrade of wildlife trafficking,this takes

the total to 233 sincethe beginningof the year. The rescuedanimals

we have cared for during these months include woolly monkeys,

tamarins,turtles andLulu,a beautifulbabyHoffmańs sloth!

Our nineyearsõexperienceworking with wildlife rescuesand law

enforcementare both very encouragingandvery frustrating. Regions

and cities we work in such as Amazonas,SanMartin, Pucallpaand

Yurimaguas,all usedto be full of wildlife in captivity,and muchof it

out in the open,with no fear of interventionsfrom the authorities,

this situation is rapidly changingwith wildlife authoritiesstarting to

function according to the law, controlling the trafficking and

prosecutingthe traffickers. There is nothing more satisfyingthan

walkingin areasthat were once open traffickingcentresand which

are now free of captive wildlife. We enjoy this feeling regularly.

However, we still encounter appallingcases of corruption and

deliberateinefficiencywithin the wildlife authoritiesthemselves,and

we repeatedlyreport these casesto national authorities with no

satisfactoryresponses.
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The Chaparri Private Conservation Area (The

first to be recognisedin Peru!)is strugglingagainst

an invasionof land traffickers,with severalareas

invaded; traffickershavesubvertedandtakenover

legal control of the Communal Directive using

fake documents and corrupt officials. We are

trying to help the reserve and the founding

villagerswho have been left powerless in their

attempts to protect Chaparri. Despite repeated

reports, the Peruviangovernment has failed to

take any legal action againstthe invaders. Even

thoughthis areais not home to anyprimateswe

are doing everythingwe can in this test casefor

the survival of community run Private

Conservation Areas in Peru. In a joint

proclamation signed by many organisationswe

demandthat the Peruviangovernment: rigorously

enforce the law and stop invasionof protected

areas; investigate, and prosecute illegal land

traffickersaswell ascorrupt officials; andsupport

and protect local conservationists and their

valuableinitiatives. If Chaparri looses its official

recognition as a Private Conservation Area it

would set a terrible precedentfor all private and

communalconservationefforts in Peru.

Locally Run Conservation

Reserves

We are really happy to welcome Yeissy

Sarmientobackto NPC. Yeissywasa volunteer

with us in 2014-2015 and is now our reserves

coordinator, working in support of the 11

locally-run protected areas we have helped

create and continue to support. HavingYeissy

on the team givesus the opportunity to be a

more involved in the continuing progress of

eachcommunitygroup and reserve as well as

helping with the bureaucratic procedures

needed,environmentaleducationactivitiesand

participation in regional conservation

networkingactivities.

We would also like to praise the amazing

advancesof APALP,the locallyrun associationof

SunAngeĺs Gardens,a 7,000 ha conservation

concession,for their amazing achievements

both in conservation and in sustainable

developmentin the villagesaroundthe reserve.

They successfullyand peacefullyremoved land

invadersfrom the reservewithout needingthe

help of the authorities,they securedtheir own

funding to sustain their work and they are

sellingshadegrown certified organiccoffee in

beautifullydesignedpackages.

Supporting Chaparri Private 

Conservation Area
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