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Introduction/Background

The yellow tailed woolly monkey(reonax flavicaudpis one of the largest and
rarest Neotropical primates; this species is Criticalhddhgered (IUCN Red List
2008) and listed as one of the world's 25 most threatened prinegiesfPSG 2010).
It is endemic to a small area of cloud forest in the regidsmazonas, Huanuco, La
Libertad and San Martin in north-eastern Peru (Shanee 2011).

The yellow tailed woolly monkey is one of the least studied pamathe lack of
basic knowledge about the species makes informed conservation aciicuitdifhe
main threat facing the yellow tailed woolly monkey is the cardd expansion of
human populations and associated habitat destruction and hunting (Shaalee e
2007a). The departments of San Martin and Amazonas, home to 90% of rer@aining
flavicauda habitat, have some of the highest immigration (IIAP 2008) and
deforestation rates in Peru (Reategui and Martinez 2007). Theepmtbh of new
mining concessions in this mineral rich area—which itself canieta major threat

to the environment—continues to encourage further immigration with the
construction of roads and infrastructure into previously isolatess a@dimate change

is also an increasing threat to the species. Although systema&cipitation and
temperature studies have never been done in the area, local pguptesevere
abnormalities in the timing of the dry and wet seasons, includingweeees, strong
winds, flooding and drastic shifts in forest phenologies. Cloud forestexdremely
susceptible to climate change (Still et al 1999) and some endertEs, because of
their restricted altitudinal ranges, can be driven to extinction (van der dard@05).

The Community Based Conservation Network for the Yellow Tailed Wddtinkey

has evolved out of a smaller project* initiated through preliminary work undertaken in
early 2007 (Shanee et al 2007b) and on subsequent experience gaireetirgt two

years of the project’s operation. The project USeslavicaudaas a flagship species
(Dietz et al 1993) for the conservation of this and other specidgsinegion. The
work consists of performing scientific investigations to initiadenmunity reserves

that act as biological corridors between protected areasgaiablic awareness of
how conservation issues such as environmental degradation impact local
communities, and education focused towards young people in the region.

*The project started in the five appendixes of La Eperanza which is part of the 83,000 ha
“Campesino” community of Yambrasbamba. Due to the nterest shown by neighbouring

communities we have expanded our work and are now avking with groups in seven different

communities within O. flavicaudds range in Amazonas and San Martin.



Project Goals and objectives:

Ensurein situ conservation ofO. flavicauda one of the world’s most
endangered species.

Generate greater awareness of ecological and conservatims isn a local,
regional, national and international scale.

Update scientific knowledge of the little knovn flavicauda

Protect this unique cloud forest ecosystem, which is one of thex s@irces

of the Amazon basin, for future generations.

Reforest and enrich degraded forest habitat.

Develop cost-effective reforestation techniques for cloud forestystems
using native species.

Provide conservation fieldwork experience for national and internationa
students and professionals.

Cultivate environmentally-sustainable economic alternatives for | loca
communities.

Make La Esperanza a model of communal conservation practices for
neighbouring communities.

Male yellow tailed woolly monkey in La Esperanza’s forest. Photo: Kvin Schafer



INVESTIGATION

In March 2010 we completed the first range wide survey ofétlew tailed woolly
monkey Qreonax flavicauda The survey began in 2007 and has taken over three
years to realise. We made 53 visits to 43 sites in the depastmeAmazonas, San
Martin, Huanuco and La Libertad. Some sites visited were tlgise in previous
studies and others based on habitat and climatic conditions.

This was the first survey to look for the species in Huanuco andrthedported
sighting of it in La Libertad since 1974. The portions of La Lierand Huanuco
with Oreonax flavicaudapopulations have remained largely unsettled due to
economic and social unrest. With accelerating habitat destruntiorre accessible
regions these areas now constitute important habitat for the yédided woolly
monkey.

We have also completed over 12 months of behavioural data collection othéoth
yellow tailed woolly monkey and the Andean night monkAgpt(s miconax We
gathered information on the species’ dietary requirements,ngutgihaviour, social
grouping, activity budgets and habitat use. Very little inforamagxisted on either
species before our work and all the data gathered will be useflloosing priority
areas for conservation and in developing management techniques to hedpteasur
survival. As always this investigation was made possible byrihey students and
volunteers who gave up their time and money to help this work.

Andean night monkey in sleeping site in La Esperanza. Investigation in the Yambrasbamba
Photo: Jean Paul Perre reserve. Photo: Istok



WILDLIFE RESCUE

In September and October we held two events to launch our newly pubisbkd
Wildlife Identification Guide for the Environmental Authorities of North-eastero.Pe
The book is an easy-to-use field identification guide to the most ooiyirirafficked
species. The book is intended for use by the wildlife authoritiesrazdnas and San
Martin. It includes photographs, species descriptions, CITES and ta@ories as
well as Peruvian legislation (034-2004-AG), and common forms of dréffi all
species of wildlife recorded by NPC’s 3 year investigatiaio ithe illegal wildlife
trade in North-eastern Peru. The launch events were organised ®yaNiP the
regional wildlife authorities. Both events were attended by reptasves of the
environmental public prosecutor’s office, regional government, poldeats and
colleges, NGOs as well as the general public.

In Peru, the authorities responsible for fighting the illegal iddlade have a severe
lack of human and economic resources, proper equipment and training. Wibditope
this guide will allow the authorities to correctly identify si@s, while providing an
explanation of why their role as wildlife authorities is so important.

We also helped to inform the authorities about incidences of wildféicking and
escorted teams from both San Martin and Amazonas on confiscatiananl cases
we also helped to contact rescue centres and transport of cowfiscateals (see
appendix 1).

We continued our work with the Ronda Campesina, a network of civincefe
organisations in the rural Peruvian countryside, which is one of osegtl allies in
Peru. We have been working together since 2008 to stop wildlifeckiati and
illegal hunting in rural areas. The Ronda of Amazonas recelgityared standard
punishments for trafficking of fauna which will make it easierlémal communities
to regulate the problem themselves. The work of the Ronda in Amazomag the
last three years has resulted in a significant reduction in wildlife kegetasr sold in
the region.

Confiscation of a common woolly monkey by the Presentation of the guide to the authorities of San
authorities of San Martin. Photo: Nestor Allgas Martin. Photo: Noga Shanee



EDUCATION

Together with the Ronda Campesina we designed
printed 2000 copies of a poster explaining the dangers
uncontrolled burning of forests and fallow fields. Every yeg
there are numerous uncontrolled fires throughout the hg
range of the yellow tailed woolly monkey and the habitp
loss they cause is one of the biggest threats to this,
many other, species. The poster is designed to encou
local authorities to tackle the problem.

Sometimes local people start fires as a result of an old bg
that smoke from the fires brings rain; the second reason, |p
much more common, is that small fires are set to clear a
of land for cultivation; these fires can quickly get out ¢

I
control and devastate huge areas of forest or seconfjary

growth. Resolving this problem is becoming more and mq re

urgent as the increasing levels of deforestation have -L.'-"v —
resulted in noticeable localised changes in climate. TSt advising the dangers of
year, the regions of Amazonas and San Martin suffer@4tst fires

from a severe and prolonged drought, leading to the

dehydration of crops, pastures and rivers.

We hope that the campaign, coupled with the increasing awarenesspebftie that
are experiencing and noticing these changes in climate, Wplldmeng an end to the
habit of burning the forests and fields.

The Ronda of Amazonas published a bulletin in January 2010. We contributed articles
on the yellow tailed woolly monkey, environmental problems connectéd aaitle
ranching, burning, community conservation, and the role of the Ronda in the
protection of the environment. This bulletin is being distributed byRbada’s
network, throughout the region of Amazonas, reaching even the remotest villages.

Our education work in some of the more remote villages in Amazonas and San Mart
continued, with two groups of final year education students fronJtheersidad
Nacional Toribio Rodriguez de Mendoza — AmazonHse first group of eight
students spent three months, between May and July, in the villagBeirof,
Corosha, Santa Rosa and Yambrasbamba. A further eight studenthisgentdnths,
between October and December, in the villages of La Primaverdniom, Libano

and Nuevo Chirimoto. As in previous years, the students received funding and
guidance from NPC to complete the practical part of theiredegourses by
developing and teaching environmental education syllabuses in these sasowéd|

as traditional classes the students used games, drama and outddoesattdi teach

the children about the importance of ecosystems, plants and aninveddl as ways

that they can help conserve the environment, from re-cycling ta wateservation

and waste reduction.

NPC team also gave 44 talks during the year to over 2000 adults, chddoe
authorities on the subjects of community conservation, environmentaldbazar
biodiversity monitoring, wildlife traffic and economic alternatives.



REFORESTATION

We currently have one tree nursery operating in the villageaoE¢peranza. This
nursery was set up by NPC in 2007 and its management has now leeovakby a

group from the village. The nursery produces tress from nine native species. When the
trees are ready to be transplanted the same group of villdgeide how many of

each species should be planted and where. Some of the treeogkaatied by us to

help regeneration of forest patches and in activities with lotaloschildren as part

of environmental education classes. This nursery has a caphaipyto 10,000 trees

and has been filled and emptied four times since it started mperat November we
helped the villagers replace the fences and roof and continue hehgimgdather
seeds and seedlings to be planted.

We are also supporting the work of APALP, a local association tpgran La
Primavera. Since 2008 the association has been running a nurseayoafhcity of a
40,000.

School children of La Primavera in APALP’s tree nursery. Photo:APALP

SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

As part of our commitment to community conservation and helping locgdlgpén

the areas where we work we have continued developing economiciviegiain

January we found populations of the long-whiskered oudeh@glaux lowejiat our

field site in La Esperanza. This find generated a lot of estefrom birdwatchers
around the world and gave a strong boost to tourism. Since then wechadetlhis

bird near the village of Yambrasbamba. It has also been report€brivsha.
Together with tour company Neotropical Birding we arranged agpduilding

events for local guides from many of the communities wherewoek. We are
currently setting up a community tourism website and undertaking ptmotional

activities in Lima.



The second Volunteer Expedition to La Esperanza was organiseddember 2010-
February 2011. Two groups of volunteers are spending six weeks in La Esp@&cnza a
the neighbouring communities participating in a variety of a@®irun by the
project. These include: behavioural data collectiorDoflavicauda work in the tree
nursery, assistance in developing tourism opportunities, and educatidnéleac
with school children. The volunteers give a donation to the project for thei
participation. This donation is used to pay local people for guidiogd fand
accommodation. Hopefully in the near future we will be able to handdmagement

of this scheme to the local communities.

Volunteer expedition and the children of La Primavera.

The forests of La Esperanza are rich in high-value timbeliespanainly mountain
cedar Cedrela montafinand romerillo Podocarpus oleifoligs In past years the
community did not follow the requirements of the national authoritiesustainable
timber extraction, and although a legal permission to extradtetirhas now been
awarded in many cases timber is still being extracteghille. The community is now
re-designing its timber management plan to become morersald@iNPC is helping
the community by providing information, building tree nurseries that peotiotoer
species and facilitating communication with national authoritiebeH€abanilla, a
local timber merchant, is working with us and the community tprbprocessing the
wood within the community to gain added value for timber, generatiaiglest
employment and increasing marketability through sustainable hiayedtiPC
supports these initiatives if done in a sustainable way that ns@snfiorest loss.
Selective small scale timber extraction is much lesgrutds/e then cattle ranching
and farming and therefore in line with our objectives. Our studiesv ghat O.
flavicaudapersist at high numbers even in forests that have been sdiettiyged
for over 20 years, whereas cattle ranching results in totaled¢fdion of very large
areas. The nature authorities are happy to cooperate andlassistiative. This will
make forests that produce wood more valuable than pasture and shoaldage
their protection.



AMAVLE is a communal association established by NPC for the evomof La
Esperanza. The association was recently awarded a grant by develo@@ent N

“Sierra Norte” for the development of
sustainable economic alternatives. These fungs
are used to purchase equipment and further b hid
the women’'s capacity in designing an
producing handicrafts. The women are seeki g
markets for their products which will creats
further income in their households and give thg
well-deserved economic independence as well
the opportunity to promote the uniqu
biodiversity of the area by integrating images f
wildlife in their handicrafts. Workshops werg
given to the women by Ida Baras Valle, a Ioc
expert in handicrafts. These workshops taugnt
the use of natural wools and natural colouls _
manually extracted from local plant species. THEMAVLE women learning to use the
use of all natural materials not only helpQd€W €duipment. Photo: Noga Shanee
conservation but adds value to their work in the

market place.

PROTECTED AREAS

During the year our team visited many different sites in Amag and San Matrtin to
better understand the threats facing remaining forests adlifevih both regions. We
visited many remote villages and communities both in and out of thew&iled
woolly monkey’'s range to assess the situation and to help orgacslepeople to
better conserve their forests. This was done in full cooperatitm tve Ronda
Campesina. Revealing a picture that is both depressing and hopefayneea lot of
deforestation but we also saw that communities are slowly orggnthemselves
with the help of the Ronda to combat this. The drying of rivers amibelsan climate
are deeply worrying to local people who mainly survive on smalesagriculture.
Another major preoccupation of many people is the rapid prdideraf mining,
timber and oil concessions throughout the region.

In Peru there are two different kinds of non-government protemteds; one, on
privately owned lands, such as family plots or community lands, wbah be
registered as Private Conservation Areas for an unlimitedttinmegh application to
the Ministry of the Environment. The other kind is in state owned lanttitled),

which has to be registered with the Regional Government as ae$Xmt for
Conservation for up to 40 renewable years. We are currently wotkingeate
reserves of both kinds.

Between the 11th and the 21st of January 2010 NPC organised a tb#&togists
and anthropologists to undertake a rapid biological and social inventtrg forests
of La Primavera — Paujil, San Martin. The objective of this wagather information
necessary for a technical proposal and aid in registration of the area aseavation



concession which will be run by a
association made up of people from t :
neighbouring village of La Primavera. Th{
area covers approximately 7,500 ha and w
be called the “Sunangel’s Garden”. The royj
sunangel Kleliangelus regalisis one of the
most colourful and emblematic species in t
area. In November we began the officig:
procedure to register the area as
Conservation Concession. The Concessif
needs to be authorised by the Regio
Government of San Martin, and will allow g
local association, APALP, to manage t
area for conservation purposes for an initila
period of 40 years. Royal Sunangel in Sunangel’s
Gardens. Photo: Shachar Alterman

In December we organised another team to carry out inventoriee imeighbouring
area of Hocicon where a local association has asked for our hedgister another
conservation concession.

Work on other community run protected areas continues with the fiagéss of
preparation for a new Private Conservation Area in the community of Yambrasbamba.
This area is home to the yellow tailed woolly monkey and thevizar night monkey

as well as other primates and wildlife. The community hasngigeformal agreement

to the creation of the reserve and we have been working togettie them to
produce the technical proposal and map of the new area. The assessindes
details on all aspects of the reserve and local communities, bimhogical
inventories to socio-economic profiles and management aims. Thisvdldorm a

key part of the regional network of protected areas and will helggirat natural
forest corridor that exists between other protected areas.

We have also begun working in
the dry forests of Delta,

Amazonas, an area not usually
considered habitat for primates.
However, during our first visit to

the area we briefly observed
capuchin monkeysQebus spp.

and so have since returned to
continue work in the area. In
September, we finished biological
and social inventories as well as
mapping the proposed area which
will be 480 ha. This will be the

first reserve made in this kind of

Children in Delta being monkeys. habitatz which is hqme to many
Photo: Noga Shanee endemic plant and bird species.

During surveys on the yellow tailed woolly monkey in San Martirvwieee asked by
the mayors of both Huicungo and Pachiza districts to help develop neatepand
municipal reserves. These areas are home to many specigingdhe endemic and



endangered San Martin titi monkeg4dllicebus oenanthe We followed up these
visits in December to begin education and capacity building aesvand will return
in February with teams to finish biological and social inventarieasnd around the
villages of Bagazan and Ricardo Palma.

We also helped with the registration of another Private CortgamvArea in the
community of Copallin, which neighbours our Yambrasbamba project. The ptincipa
NGOs involved were APECO and SPDA, NPC was able to assist thi&m
environmental education work as well as social surveys andrzagenal inventory.
This area is now in the final stages of registration and veNec approximately
10,000 ha of cloud forests which are home to many primate spaclading the
yellow tailed woolly monkey. The proposal for this private reserve has been handed i
to the ministry of the environment and we are awaiting the results.

Other community reserves we are working on are in Pefia &l&herba Buena and
Garciayacu. All are at different stages, either in coordnatwith the local
communities or in the registration process with the governmenaf Mllese areas are
home to many primate species, and of course, the yellow tailed woolly monkey.

We have also been invited by t8ervicio Nacional de Areas Naturales Protegidas
sit on the management comities for two major reserves; TherdatSanctuary
Cordillera de Colan and the Reserved Zone Rio Nieva. Both proteetas! are part
of the habitat of yellow tailed woolly monkey and other primates, lzovder our
Yambrasbamba project site.

Ronda members in Libano voting for the creation of the conservation area
“Hocicon”. Photo: Noga Shanee



Finance

This year the project was supported by various small grants from six otgarssend
further donations from private individuatstalling approximately £15,268.37

Table 1. Project funding sources for the previous year.

Approximate
Monies Received From| Amount of Funding Project Area Funded
Received (GBP)
ApenheuI_Prlmate 2144.27 General Funds
Conservation Trust
International Primate 1825.63 Animal Rescue and
Protection League - US ’ Reserve Development
International Primate . .
) Education/Public
Protection League - 1000.00 AWAreness
UK
Science Agency and : -
Network 2480.93 Education/Printing
La Vallee Des Singes 2565.10 General Funds
Private Donations 3,624.07 General Funds
Wild Futures 990.00 Reserve Developmen|t

Table 2. Breakdown of spending.

Service New Soles (s/) GB Pounds (£)
Accommodation S/.10,188.30 £2,343.31
Communications S/. 3,229.70 £742.83
Equipment S/. 6,087.08 £1,400.02
Local Wages S/. 9,600.00 £2,208.00
Food S/. 20,424.40 £4,697.61
Transport S/. 24,439.600 £5,621.11
Misc S/. 4,316.9( £992.89

Total S/. 78,285.93 £18,005.76

0.23 GBP (£) = 1 New Sol (s/), sounga/w.xe.comcorrect at 18:18 on 03/01/11



B Food
m Misc
u Transport
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B Communications
m Equipment
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Table 3. Breakdown of costs between different project areas.

Project Area New Soles (s/) GB Pounds (£)
Community Assistance S/. 15,858.00 £3,647.34
Education S/. 27,830.20 £6,400.95
Investigation S/. 23,956.53 £5,510.00
Reforestation S/. 10,641.20 £2447.58
Total S/. 78,285.93 £18,005.76

0.23 GBP (£) = 1 New Sol (s/), sounee/w.xe.comcorrect at 18:18 on 03/01/11

B Community Assistance
B Education
W Investigation

M Reforestation
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Appendix 1, wild animals that were rescued during 2010 by NPC or with our help

Date No. Species Scientific name Sex/ Age Where was it found Wheves it taken
Emerald toucanet Aulacorhynchus prasinus o Given to us but died the next
03/02/10 1 (cyanolaemus) Adult Driving through La Esperanza morning
08/02/10 1 Saddleback tamarin saguinus fuscicollis Adult Conflsca':eN??tl)E);\ltEe police, for Given to IKAMA with NPC’s help
28/02/10 1 Andean night monkey Aotus miconax Fli(rjnuall:e/ Confiscated by the fiscal Given to IKAMA with NPC’s help
28/02/10 1 Tufted capuchin monkey Cebus apella Male/ Confiscated by ATFFS Amazonas Given to Yacumama with NPC'’s
Adult help
Rescued by NPC, ATFFS, the fiscal
05/03/10 1 Yellow tailed woolly monkey Oreonax flavicauda Male/ and the pollce,_ from someone’s baCkGiven to IKAMA with NPC’s help
Adult garden where it was tied for almost a
year
10/03/10 1 Boa boa constrictor Young Confiscated by INRENA Given to IKAMA with NPC’s help
10/03/10 4 Orange winged parrot Amazona amazonica Adult Confiscated by INRENA Given to IKAMA with NPC’s help
30/09/10 Two toed sloth Choloepus didactylus Female/ Confiscated by INRENA and NPC in Taken to IKAMA and bro_ught
1 Yambrasbamba back to be released in
Adult
Yambrasbamba 2 days later
19/10/10 1 Common woolly monkey Lagothrix poeppigii Female/ Confiscated by NPC and INRENA
Juvenile
13/11/10 1 Andean night monkey Aotus miconax Female/ Confiscated by NPC and INRENA Died

Adult




Children of La Esperanza school getting ready to plant trees. Photo: Noga &fee



