
Research 
 

Prof. Anthony Di Fiore and Christopher 
Schmitt from the Molecular Anthropology 
department of New York University (NYU) 
came to visit the project and collect Oreonax 
faecal samples. They managed to follow many 
groups of monkeys and collect a large number 
of samples. We are hoping NYU students will 
choose to undertake their thesis research here 
in La Esperanza.  NPC is currently in 
discussion with NYU and the University of 
Amazonas with regard to making a permanent 
research station for students interested in 
researching primates and other species in the 
area. This would be a very positive 
achievement as it can bring many new 
opportunities for the local people. 

 

Jean Mattos, a Peruvian birdwatcher, came for 
3 weeks to carry out  bird inventories for 3 
areas: Peroles; the White Sand Forest; and 
Corosha. The lists of birds produced will be 
used for attracting bird watching tourists and 
for registration of the reserves in the future. 

 

Census work at the Peroles research site is 
currently being carried out and we encounter 
many yellow tailed woolly monkeys and other 
mammals on each occasion.   

 
 

 

Yellow tailed woolly monkey 

Newsletter  
Neotropical Primate 

Conservation 

 
Neotropical Primate Conservation    

www.neoprimate.org 
info@neoprimate.org 

 

 

NPC celebrated its first birthday on 22nd June 2008 and we wish to 
thank all who have contributed to the successes of the past year!   

See our website for a summary of achievements during this first year of operation  
(www.neoprimate.org/news). 

 

Creation of reserves for the yellow tailed woolly 
monkey 

 
The community of Corosha won a US$5000 prize in a 
competition by SPDA (Peruvian Society for Environmental 
Law) to help register a 2000 ha communal reserve. NPC helped 
them to complete the application and now, together with the 
Natural History Museum of UNMSM, we are assisting the 
community with finding professionals to carry out the 
biodiversity assessments for registering the reserve over the next 
few months.  

 
The reserve we are planning to create in La Esperanza has been 
delayed because we have to wait for the Ministry of Agriculture 
to solve an old land dispute between the different communities. 
We cannot map the extension of the proposed reserve until this 
has been resolved. 

 
 

 

Yellow tailed woolly monkey male at Peroles research site.  
Photo: Noga Shanee 

From Left:Christopher Schmitt, Sam Shanee and      
                 Anthony Di Fiore. Photo: Noga Shanee 
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Development 
 

    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                         

The registration of the community association is finally finished and marketing 
of locally produced products began at the week long tourism festival in 
Moyobmaba which we helped several local women attend.  NPC rented selling 
space in the main festival site and the women took it in turns to attend and sell 
handicrafts. Some items were sold and it provided a lot of valuable experience 
for the women and the future of the association. 

 
 
 

 
At the end of May we began working with the community 
of Miraflores to install more efficient wood burning stoves 
in a number of houses. It is hoped that the new stoves will 
reduce the cutting of timber for cooking in this village as it 
has the highest deforestation rate of all the villages we work 
with. The stoves are also healthier as they have chimneys 
which take smoke out of the houses therefore helping to 
reduce respiratory illness. 

During the last three months more tourists have visited La 
Esperanza to see the monkeys, caves and the beautiful forests. 
There have been mixed reactions from both the tourists and 
villagers and we plan to use these experiences to build the 
community’s capacity and infrastructure to receive future 
tourists. Building the first ecological stove in Miraflores.  Photo: 

Noga Shanee 

We organized games for children 
at the La Esperanza Annual 
Festival.  These included a three 
legged race, sack race and egg 
and spoon race plus a relay finale.  
The children won environmental 
books and lots of sweets! 

NPC has begun work with the Ministry of Agriculture to implement a more 
intensive system of cattle farming in the community of Santa Rosa. Until now 
ranching has been so extensive that we found an average of one cow per 
hectare of pasture. By installing better management and introducing more 
nutritious pasture we plan to reduce this substantially, with an optimum of 
around five cows per hectare and by making a deal with cattle farmers to 
reforest unused pasture; therefore increasing forest habitat available for the 
yellow tailed woolly monkey.    

 

NPC purchased two computers for the school in La Florida at their request as they are the only secondary 
school in La Esperanza and are in a remote location that is not reachable by road. 

 

        Selling local handicrafts in    
Moyobamba. Photo: Noga Shanee 

 Three legged race in  La Esperanza. 
 Photo:  Lizzie Cooke 

La Esperanza Annual Festival.   
Photo:  Lizzie Cooke 
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The fight against trafficking of wild animals 
 
NPC heard about a monkey that needed rescuing in Nueva Cajamarca, a town in San Martín, about a two hour 
drive from the office. Noga went to investigate and found hundreds of dead and captured animals in the town.  
There were a few tourist centres with caged animals, parts of dead animals for sale as trophies, “medicine” in the 
markets and one spider monkey in the circus.  

 

   

With the help of IKAMA Peru we arranged for the police of Nueva Cajamarca and INRENA to come and 
confiscate some of the animals. We managed to take a common woolly monkey from a tourist centre and the 
spider monkey from the circus. Both INRENA and the police were very interested in helping and very quick to 
respond.  However, they were not prepared and did not have relevant experience to handle this type of situation. 
INRENA did not have the right equipment to confiscate animals (gloves, carrying cages, etc) which makes it 
much more difficult to carry out their work. We are now looking for funds to buy carrying cages and gloves and 
to help train INRENA and the police in wild animal rescue. 

 

INRENA and the police of Nueva Cajamarca confiscating a common woolly monkey and a spider monkey. Photos: Noga Shanee ��

Education and reforestation                                          

Two of the schools in the area of La Esperanza asked NPC to help them start 
native plant nurseries.  We helped La Florida high school and Miraflores 
elementary school to build nurseries and they now have a few hundred plants 
in each. The children are very excited about the nurseries and are doing a great 
job. We are continuing to spend time in the schools providing environmental 
education and English lessons. 

 
We have also been approached by several other schools in neighbouring areas 
who would like to participate in building tree nurseries with us. This is great 
opportunity to combine two of the most important conservation practices, 
Reforestation and Education, and will have a lasting effect in the area. Un-
fortunately due to a shortage of funds we are not able to work with all those 
who want our help, but are now looking for extra money for next year. 

 
Elementary school in Miraflores building native tree nursery. 
Photo: Noga Shanee 
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